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Hong Kong Pop Culture Festival 2026:
Fantasies in Reality:

A Cinematic Journey

Over the years, Hong Kong cinema has produced numerous visionary fantasy
films distinguished by their wild inventiveness, bold special effects, and ingenious
genre-blending. To celebrate this rich and imaginative legacy, ‘Fantasies in Reality:
ourney’, which is one of the programmes of the Hong Kong Pop Culture Festival
2026, presents 12 Hong Kong fantasy classics from the 1950s to the post-2000s.
The journey begins with the world premiere of the opening film, the New Wave
classic The Spooky Bunch (1980) (4K Digitally Restored Version), an outrageous
and comedic fusion of traditional Cantonese opera culture and local supernatural
legends. This restoration strives to recreate the audiovisual quality of its original
theatrical release, bringing back the former brilliance of a story set largely at night.
The remaining films in the programme are grouped under five themes:

'Memories of Light and Shadow’ revisits Cantonese fantasy period dramas
evoke our collective nostalgia, while ‘Stories Across Time' features mo
reinterpretations of ancient tales. ‘The Spooky and the Supernatural’ featur
representative supernatural comedies from the genre’'s heyday; and ‘Sci-Fi
Comic Wonders' explores wildly imaginative visions that exceed the laws of ti
and space; and finally, ‘Dreamlike Cityscapes’ focuses on surreal fantasies in the
modern world. Together, these themes showcase the evolution and diverse facets
of Hong Kong fantasy films, inviting audiences to step into what promises to be a
wondrous, mind-blowing cinematic journey.
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Grand Theatre, Hong Kong Cultural Centre
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The Spooky Bunch

(4K Digitally Restored Version)

Dir: Ann Hui

Scr: Joyce Chan

Prod: Josephine Siao Fong-fong

Prod Manager: Chui Po-chu

Asso Prod Manager: Tina Liu

Art Dir: Rebecca Lee Lok-sze

Prod Co: Hi-Pitch

Cast: Josephine Siao Fong-fong, Kenny Bee,
Kwan Chung, Lau Hark-suen, Tina Liu

1980 Colour DCP Cantonese
Chi & Eng Subtitles 93min

WORLD
PREMIERE

In the late 1960s, Josephine Siao Fong-fong left Hong
Kong to pursue her studies abroad. After completing
her education, she returned to the film industry and
continued to expand her artistic career. By the late
1970s, she founded Hi-Pitch Company Limited with
the vision of breaking through the male-dominated
filmmaking scene of the time and creating a film led
by a female production team. She invited director
Ann Hui and screenwriter Joyce Chan to collaborate,
extending the suspenseful and psychological style
of Ann's debut film The Secret (1979). Together, they
fused mysterious Cantonese opera legends with
wartime supernatural tales, using a darkly comedic
approach that opened a distinctive new chapter in
Hong Kong’s New Wave cinema.

A wealthy man living on Hong Kong's outlying island
of Cheung Chau invites a Cantonese opera troupe to
perform, but insists that Ah Chi (Josephine Siao Fong-
fong), usually consigned to supporting roles, take
centre stage. He also orders his grand-nephew Dick
(Kenny Bee) to court her. Their families’ histories soon
come to light: Dick’s ancestors were responsible for
several deaths, including that of Ah Chi's grandfather,
who placed a curse on Dick’s clan. Dick’s granduncle
hopes that a marriage between the young pair will
finally break it. But as the troupe settles in, a series of
uncanny events unfolds. The ghosts of the wronged

Opening Film

25/4/2026 (Sat) 7:30pm

Pre-screening talk with
Ann Hui, Dr Rebecca Lee Lok-sze and Tina Liu

dead return to haunt them, possessing troupe
members and turning an island once known for its
simplicity into a chillingly isolated realm.

Siao’s playful performance anchors the film,
while ghost-possession scenes by veteran actor
Lau Hark-suen, usually known for his villain roles,
add brilliantly comic flair. The Cantonese opera
sequences woven into the film pay affectionate
homage to Hong Kong's cultural heritage, enriching
the film's spirited charm.

Special thanks to Ms Josephine Siao Fong-fong
and Hi-Pitch Company Limited for their generous
authorisation, which has enabled the Archive to
restore this film and allow audiences to rediscover
this classic work, listed among the ‘100 Must-See
Hong Kong Movies' recommended by the Archive.
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Dir: Ng Wui

Scrs: Szeto Hing, Cheung Shun

Prod Co: Oversea Chinese Film

Cast: Cheung Ying, Law Yim-hing, Sek Kin, Lui Ming,
Sima Wah-lung

1959 Mp DCP B 104458
1959 B&W DCP Cantonese 104min
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The Magic Cup, Part One
Concluding Episode

(2K Digital Version)
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Dir/Scr: Lung To

Prod Co: Tao Yuen

Cast: Law Yim-hing, Mak Bing-wing, Fung Bo-bo,
Auyeung Kim, Lee Hong-kum, Poon Yat On
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1961 B&W DCP Cantonese Chinese Lyrics
103min (Part One) 109min (Concluding Episode)
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Cinema, Hong Kong Film Archive
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Post-screening talk with Keeto Lam and Eric Li
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A Chinese Ghost Story

(2K Digitally Restored Version)
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Dir: Ching Siu-tung

Orig Story: Pu Songling's Strange Tales from a Chinese Studio
Scr: Yuen Kai-chi Prod Co: Cinema City

Cast: Leslie Cheung, Joey Wang, Wu Ma, Lau Siu-ming, Lam Wai

1987 Fta DCP MR rhiiyd 96778
1987 Colour DCP Cantonese Chi& Eng Subtitles 96min
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Post-screening talk with Joyce Yang
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Post-screening talk with Joyce Yang

Gl”een Snake (4K Digitally Restored Version)
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Dir/Prod: Tsui Hark

Scrs: Tsui Hark, Lillian Lee

Prod Co: Seasonal

Cast: Maggie Cheung, Joey Wang, Wu Hsing-kuo, Vincent Zhao,
Lau Shun

1993 Ffa DCP WGE wisesh 99535
1993 Colour DCP Cantonese Chi & Eng Subtitles 99min
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Dir: Sammo Hung

Scrs: Sammo Hung, Wong Ying

Prod Co: Golden Harvest

Cast: Sammo Hung, Fat Chung, Chan Lung (aka Peter Chan),
Wong Har (aka Huang Ha), Lam Ching-ying

1980 ¥fh DCP HiE Witk 103578
1980 Colour DCP Cantonese Chi& Eng Subtitles 103min
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Dir: Lau Koon-wai

Scr: Szeto Cheuk-hon

Prod Co: Golden Harvest

Cast:Lam Ching-ying, Ricky Hui, Moon Lee, Chin Siu-ho,
Pauline Wong
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1985 Colour DCP Cantonese Chi & Eng Subtitles 98min
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Cinema, Hong Kong Film Archive
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Post-screening talk with
Eric Tsang Siu-wang
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Post-screening talk with Thomas Shin
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Dir: David Chung

Scr: Yuen Kai-chi

Prod Co: Golden Princess

Cast: John Sham, Sally Yeh, Tsui Hark, Tony Leung Chiu-wai,
Lam Ching-ying
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Dirs: Corey Yuen, David Lai

Scrs: Wong Kar-wai, Jeff Lau Y :

Prod Co: Teamwork -
Cast: Andy Lau, Anita Mui, Aaron Kwok, Gloria Yip,
Kenny Bee
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Post-screening talk with
) Eric Tsang Siu-wang
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Dir/Scr: Riley Ip Kam-hung

Prod Co: Golden Harvest

Cast: Takeshi Kaneshiro, Kelly Chen, Eason Chan,
Cheng Pei-pei, Vincent Kok
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Dir: Teddy Chen

Scrs: Cheung Chi-kwong, Susan Chan

Prod Co: Media Asia, Sil-Metropole

Cast: Andy Lau, Karen Mok Man-wai, Felix Wong,
Cherrie Ying, Lam Ka-tung
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Cinema, Hong Kong Film Archive
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Post-screening talk with Matthew Cheng
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] 8:00pm - 10:00pm
TI: BOCRZEM A+ EAITE E B

Central Lawn, Salisbury Garden,

Mowvie Z/na’gﬁ 10 SIS s men amsion

RIXBRZEBMITXALET2026 (ImagineLand) MEIH 22— @ AEBBHLERERE -
These screenings, curated by the Hong Kong Film Archive, are part of the Hong Kong Pop Culture Festival 2026
programme ImaginelLand.

CEJH)

I'ly Me to Polaris a9
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il L FEARTFRRE B SR /

Fel R SR R R - ¥ (e '

Dir: Jingle Ma i k PRGN A
b Rrogrammeltdetailsy

Prod Cos: Golden Harvest, Deltamacg, Sil
Cast: Richie Jen, Cecilia Cheung, Willia

2642@6(5 Sun)

- © 2011 Gala Film Distribution Limited / Deltamac Company Limil
/ Sil-Metropole Organisation Limited All rights reserved
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Hong Kong Pop Culture Festival 2026:
Restored Treasures

Wing (Leslie Cheung), a bankrupt funds manager,
encounters an abandoned child and decides to raise him as
his own. Four years later, he meets the boy’s birth mother (Q
Qi) and faces a poignant — to hold on orto let go .

Facing a depressed economy in the late 1990s, 20 local
filmmakers formed the ‘Creative Alliance’ to support each
other in their shared commitment to quality film projects,
where they had to raise funds and hire actors personally.
Leslie Cheung accepted a token fee of $1 to star in The
Kid, for which he also sang and composed the theme song.
Inspired by Charlie Chaplin’s eponymous masterpiece
made in 1921, this special collaboration blends lyricism and
realism to portray tender familial love while reflecting Hong
Kong's mood during the financial crisis. Leslie Cheung sheds
his glamorous image in a rare paternal role, sharing heartfelt
chemistry with child actor Erickson Ip. Ti Lung and Carrie
Ng also stand out, each earning Best Supporting Actor
and Actress at the Hong Kong Film Awards. The combined
efforts of the cast and crew brought this greatly moving
story to life—against all odds. More than two decades later,
Jacob Cheung self-funded the 4K digital restoration of the
film, allowing young audiences to witness Leslie Cheung’s
passion for Hong Kong Cinema.

Rooted in genuine emotion and steadfast conviction,
The Kid is more than just a film—it is an enduring memory of
love, responsibility, and growing up.

Special gratitude goes to Director Jacob Cheung for
supplying copyrighted materials for this programme

26/4/2026 (sun)
7:30pm

Grand Theatre,

Hong Kong Cultural Centre

Pre-screening talk with Jacob Cheung and
Cheung Tung-joe

Dir/Prod: Jacob Cheung

Scr: Matthew Tang

Prod Co: Midas Film

Cast: Leslie Cheung, Ti Lung, Carrie Ng, Qi Qi,
Erickson Ip, Lam Ka-tung, Cheung Tung-joe

1999 Colour DCP Cantonese
Chi & Eng Subtitles 110 min

(1999)

4K Dlgltally Restored Version
w :
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Brochure of She Goes to War (1937)
14
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Treasure Hunting for 25 Years

CREEHED) (1926) BINR
Film Still of Join the Army and Live (1926)

(EMLY (1941) FwEB R

Trailer of The Golden Gate Girl (1941)
NS 2 I = 3l vl 3 SR e 77 A e 2

Courtesy of Mr Jack Lee Fong of Palace Theatre,
San Francisco, USA



The Hong Kong Film Archive marks its 25th
anniversary with a special exhibition titled ‘Hong
Kong Film Archive Stories: Treasure Hunting for 25
Years' at the Hong Kong Heritage Museum. The
exhibition is one of the programmes of the Hong
Kong Pop Culture Festival 2026. Drawing on more
than 1.3 million film artefacts, the display offers
a carefully curated selection of items of notable
historical and cultural significance, inviting visitors
to revisit the golden age of the Hong Kong cinema.

Visitors enter via the dazzling photo tunnel of
Hong Kong stars and step into a treasure trove of
early local cinema. A brisk sequence of historical
trailers charts the evolution of the medium, while
resplendent costumes highlight the craft of
filmmaking. The 'Hall of Honours' showcases awards
generously donated by figures from the industry.

Qi #2F) (2001 ) BRAR
Costumes of Peony Pavilion (2001)

WS 9 5 PL B AR A WA A R A )
Courtesy of Director Yonfan and Far-Sun Film Co Ltd

Listen to filmmakers’ heartfelt reflections on
Hong Kong cinema, then explore the Archive's
publications and timeline of milestones. A range of
interactive installations connect audiences across
time and space - this is a cinematic celebration not
to be missed!

5' 55 45 JEHUPR R e i T A EL AR AT

- SN (1995) #5575

Silver Bear for Best Actress at the 45th Berlin
International Film Festival: Josephine Siao Fong-fong,

Summer Snow (1995)

1

|-

i

R E TN

In collaboration with Hong Kong Heritage Museum

¥ 4#48 Partner Organisations:

TEEMTBRAE
Far-Sun Film Co Ltd

ETEXEHREZARAT
Fortune Star Media Limited

REIBER QA
Sil-Metropole Organisation Ltd.

T
SR @255k — T IR ORI BHIS W Re | e BE AR IR

‘Hong Kong Film Archive Stories: Treasure Hunting for 25 Years’
Exhibition Production Team

EXBBRTE (FE) BRAA
Star Alliance Movies (HK) Co Ltd
Bl Zx-Kerisgz 5 FLABR AT
Cathay-Keris Films Pte Ltd

LEE R BRAT]

Edko Films Limited
BEE—BHTARAT

First Distributors (HK) Ltd.

BLERET (BF) GRAR

Media Asia Film Distribution (HK) Limited

W FHRZ £~ S 8 24080 SLFEIE  Curators: Priscilla Chan, May Ng, Carmen Tsoi,

215 5 e e R~ BRI RERI Wing Ng, Kevin Choi, Tom Yow,

VLB~ P Debbie Lau, Alice Lam, Priscilla Kong,
SRR SRPGIE JE 75158 Ceci Lam
FHE Bl aa: - S Exhibition Consultants : Edith Cheung, Janice Chow
1 AEOIHR ARET I SR B AR Eei‘r:::tzlr?gy and Artstc Victor Wong
WETE P 58 © Sk B BB A BRI Acquisition: Jodie Hui, Yanki Lam, Adee Ng, Barbie Lam
i BAPAIE - BRI {i58]E  Researchers & Writers:  Grace Ng, Wong Ha-pak, Kit Poon
JRE S B Editors: Angela Lai, Derrick Lau, Evangeline Lam,
L e renry Mg

’ A Exhibition Coordinator: Christy Tse

PRAGVESRE | HREDT IRBKAE B8R EE Exhibition Assistant: Lenox Fan

RSN R B SRR Video Production
BOCBIRE T BRESEF SAEOE Coordinators: Jessie N, Fion Tsui, Caitin Tang

N L . Promotion Coordinators: Crystal Gao, Alex Ouyang, Gigi Cheung
G D e

English Translators:
Key Visual Design:

Roberta Chin, Rachel Ng
Christy Tse
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Programmes Commemorating

the 25th Anniversary of the Hong Kong Film Archive

JE% Exhibitions

TR XL 2026 :

FE 25 R— FEELE R R
Hong Kong Pop Culture Festival 2026:
Hong Kong Film Archive Stories: Treasure
Hunting for 25 Years

3/6/2026 - 29/3/2027

F#E LW — e R R
Thematic Galleries 1 & 2, 1/F,
Hong Kong Heritage Museum

gy alautyli

In collaboration with Hong Kong Heritage Museum

TBRSIUME Film Screenings

G UL 2026 : A XJER Ziik
Hong Kong Pop Culture Festival 2026:
Fantasies in Reality: A Cinematic Journey

25/4/2026

Fe ook EIB

Grand Theatre, Hong Kong Cultural Centre
9/5-7/6/2026

FHEEH AR b
Cinema, Hong Kong Film Archive

Jf
—+aRAE ”\""'\Q,"l 1
HONG KONG FILMARCHIVE " &%,
25TH ANNIVERSARY N : ‘- " sese
X - 7

FHREER AR - 25 e
Treasure-Hunt Stories—
A 25-Year Cinematic Journey

31/7/2026 - 9/5/2027

T v V5 0P e S
Exhibition Hall, Hong Kong Film Archive

\"I

ll\‘

ll\‘

T Iﬂz’én 2026 :

(E3E7 R ) (1999)

(4K Biusfewiin) (FHEEm)

Hong Kong Pop Culture Festival 2026:

Restored Treasures—The Kid (1999)
(4K Digitally Restored Version)
(Hong Kong Premiere)

26/4/2026

FE o oREIB
Grand Theatre, Hong Kong Cultural Centre

FHEFTTSCILH 2026 ¢ BEBE —ER SR

Hong Kong Pop Culture Festival 2026: Restored Treasures—Film Marathon

16-17/5/2026
gD EIgE

The Hall, East Kowloon Cultural Centre

16

25/5/2026

Cinema, Hong Kong Film Archive



L

Close Encounters with Master Filmmakers: Movie Talks

Biny
Peter Ho-sun Chan
~ 5/2026
R AR R AT

" Cinema, Hong Kong Film Archive

Blfzoa
Andrew Lau Wai-keung

9/2026
FHEEL R b

Cinema, Hong Kong Film Archive

k2 5E
Jacob Cheung

11/2026
FHEEL AR b

Cinema, Hong Kong Film Archive

S [LH 2026 : B 5% PG *ﬁiﬂ;ﬁ'ﬁ 2026 : ‘
Chinese Culture Festival 2026: eIk EE R Y A il B B R Z i

Chinese Culture Festival 2026:
Realising Art in Social Realism:
The Miracle of Union Film

Journeys to the West:
Cinematic Dialogues Across Time

27/6/2026

R LB 22 - 30/8/2026
The Hall, East Kowloon Cultural Centre F AR AT
Cinema, Hong Kong Film Archive

4-11/7/2026
i R R b

Cinema, Hong Kong Film Archive

17



ﬁﬁ Ei’% Programme Schedule

TR ULE 2026 : w7 2) W Z ik

PCF 2026: Fantasies in Reality: A Cinematic Journey

Hi (5] FN Vg (sl YWY N U] i
Date Time Grand Theatre, Hong Kong Cultural Centre Tickets $70#
25/4 7% Sat 7:30pm FFIE xemsiswryn) @M

The Spooky Bunch (4K Digitally Restored Version)
Fm W1 75 B ORI AR -
Date Time Cinema, Hong Kong Film Archive Tickets $60
9/5 7% Sat 11:00am +- 53 exws) @

Ten Brothers (2K Digital Version)
9/5 7% Sat 2:15pm B () erumsin A

The Magic Cup, Part One (2K Digital Version)
9/5 7% Sat 5:00pm BT OR&SIR) erumsio

The Magic Cup, Concluding Episode (2K Digital Version)
10/5 H Sun 12:00nn 15 20 AR oxwmsis ) AN

A Chinese Ghost Story (2K Digitally Restored Version)
10/5 H Sun 3:30pm WA AR

Wait ‘Til You're Older
31/5 H Sun 12:00nn RITH AN

Encounter of the Spooky Kind
31/5 H Sun 3:30pm JL—PIEERRIE AR

Saviour of the Soul
6/6 7N Sat 12:00nn B P S o Al

| Love Maria
6/6 7% Sat 3:30pm TS AR

Mr. Vampire
7/6 H Sun 12:00nn EARE AN

Lavender
7/6 H Sun 3:30pm I @Rz AR

Green Snake (4K Digitally Restored Version)

P53 A 27 HRR Ry £ S A e @ FLMATRE A WUETK I a1 S R e
Tickets available at URBTIX from 27 Mar 2026 . . . . .
Pre-screening talk Post-screening talk With Chi & Eng subtitles

BT ULEM 2026 : IBEBLIE—
CRUELEE Y (1999) (aKBmEIEEIR) (F ik )

PCF 2026: Restored Treasures —
The Kid (1999) (4K Digitally Restored Version) (Hong Kong Premiere)

I ) i L A o
Date Time Grand Theatre, Hong Kong Cultural Centre  Tickets $70#
26/4 H Sun 7:30pm Uit o Rz i) @M

The Kid (4K Digitally Restored Version)

FIZE3 H 28 HRL ST 1 S A 3 @ FRILATER IR e Rk i es 22
Tickets available at URBTIX from 28 Mar 2026 Pre-screening talk With Chi & Eng subtitles

JLST VN DA L 6 H A sk A L P TE A P55 > W )\ o

Enjoy 20% off when purchasing two or more regular-priced tickets for the above screening programmes respectively .*

# HESCEIEPIRR A7 R0 RE A N R 15 S48 15 S DUE AR B 35 i s brpuDoRRI B 2 8 H GRESINE ) (4K BRS ISR
BRCU SRR (AK SIS IERAR) - ) \ DB R ISR R A Rl /B g B o
LCSD Museum Pass holders may enjoy 20% off regular-priced tickets for the screenings of The Spooky Bunch (4K Digitally Restored Version) or
The Kid (4K Digitally Restored Version) at the Grand Theatre of Hong Kong Cultural Centre, available at URBTIX outlets only upon presentation of
a valid physical or digital membership card.*

* DL RASRE I8
This discount cannot be used in conjunction with other offers.

FHESCE S A LA TG ) 2% 080 R P & HE R T SR - T IR T UL A 2K — EUE M S 4 AR SO LA 6 BLes U A  7EMUR - T
FICFI SR ZE I & AR A AL PRl T3 PR R o S B A A BRSPS ML 1 N A3 I 22 38 > BB > 10 st i 7 AL S R T RE R IR IR - 3128
F3 GRS ~ 7 JENE g B DV Sl o R 1 R EE 2% - 58l BEwww. pef.gov.hk/tee

With "Beyond Fantasy" as this year's theme, the LCSD presents the fourth Hong Kong Pop Culture Festival. Over the years, Hong Kong pop culture
has continued to evolve through music, images and text, as well as stage and cross-media creations. Shaped by the interplay of inheritance, circu-
lation, fusion and breakthroughs, it has distilled a style that is uniquely Hong Kong. The Festival will continue to join audiences and local creators in
crossing boundaries within everyday rhythms, and create warm, resonant and moving works while inspiring the limitless possibilities of pop culture.
For more information, please visit www.pcf.gov.hk/en.
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ProFolio#119 Production Team

Head:

Programme Curators:
Programme Coordinators:
Editor:

English Editor:

Website Editor:

Publicity Coordinator:
Writers:

Priscilla Chan

May Ng, Debbie Lau
Lam Sen, Crystal Gao
Angela Lai

Rachel Ng

Gigi Cheung

Alex Ouyang

Eric Tsang, Janice Chow, Siu Heng

Published by the Hong Kong Film Archive

Key Visual Designs:
Design:
Printing:

Not for Sale

Alex Ouyang, Christy Tse
Tomsenga Design

Asia One Printing Limited

The contents of the programmes do not represent the views of the presenter.

Copyright © 2026 The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region.

All Rights Reserved.
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Hong Kong Film Archive
50 Lei King Road, Sai Wan Ho, Hong Kong

Opening Hours

Monday, Wednesday to Sunday: 10:00am - 8:00pm
Christmas Eve and Chinese New Year's Eve:
10:00am - 5:00pm

Closed on Tuesdays (except public holidays),

and the first two days of the Chinese New Year

Ticketing Information

Tickets are available at URBTIX. Persons aged under 6
will not be admitted.

Half-price tickets for senior citizens aged 60 or above,
people with disabilities and one accompanying carer,
full-time students and Comprehensive Social Security
Assistance recipients. The price of each discount ticket
will be rounded up to the nearest dollar.

iy H #5f

2739 2139

48

BHTERRAM

Follow Us on

Aoz YA ~ 2 S B R R F L B R
Location plan and opening hours of
Box Office and Resource Centre

Programme Enquiries

www.filmarchive.gov.hk

SRS b 5 P IS

Ticketing Enquiries and Customer Service
3166 1100

Internet Booking
www.urbtix.hk
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